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An Encounter with the Unnamable:
“Realism” in Bai Jingrui’s
A Morning in Taipei

Jiann-guang Lin"

ABSTRACT

A Morning in Taipei, produced in 1964, was Bai Jingrui’s
first work after his return to Taiwan following two years’
training in film in Italy. Bai’s original plan was to work on the
soundtrack before release, but, for some reasons which will be
discussed in the paper, this was not supported by the Central
Motion Picture Corporation (CMPC), and unfortunately, the
short film was buried in the warehouse of the CMPC for
decades. The main purpose of this paper is to fill in the gap in
the Thistory of Taiwan cinema by examining the
historico-cultural conditions which made the final completion of
the film an undesirable, if not impossible, task. Here I
investigate 4 Morning in Taipei mainly in light of the struggle
between two opposite forces, i.e., the director’s intention and the
cinematic function. I argue how Bai’s plan to restrict his work to
merely focus on the ideal aspects of reality is counterbalanced
by the non-human capacity of the camera, which opens up a
reality beyond the human intention. Though the city of Taipei in
the film is consciously invested by the director with the
ideologies of progress, prosperity, modernity, etc, we can still
detect the emergence of a different Taipei, one that is fluid rather
than fixed, virtual rather than actual. The “morning,” moreover,
does not refer to an already passed length of time but to a virtual
morning created out of cinematic technology. Likewise,
“Taipei” is not an actual city, but a city of the future or the
virtual. It is probably the film’s unusually keen sense of time
that may explain the audience’s contradictory experiences of
viewing the film. Though feeling perplexed and disoriented
while watching it, they are most often simultaneously attracted
and moved by the silent images on screen, which, to say the
least, are images with an unnamable intensity.

* Jiann-guang Lin, Associate Professor, Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures,
National Chung Hsing University, Taiwan
E-mail: haydnlin@yahoo.com
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