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Indigenous Dream Tradition and
Dream Study:
Writing the Dream in Linda Hogan’s
People of the Whale

Rose Hsiu-li Juan”®

ABSTRACT

The dream is an important cultural representation of
indigenous collective consciousness. Retaining its primordial
force in the indigenous world, the dream plays an important
role in indigenous people’s everyday life and social affairs. In
view of attaining a fuller understanding of indigenous dreams
the paper explores indigenous dream traditions and dream
cultures, delving into the dreams’ expressive forms,
interpretations, and social participation, and relating them to
an indigenous way of knowledge production. The paper
thereby asserts that the dream writing in indigenous literature
arises from a particular dream poetics. The paper is divided
into two parts, firstly an adumbration of recent indigenous
dream research and secondly a dream study of Linda Hogan’s
novel People of the Whale. The former draws attention to
post-Freudian dream research with a focus on the cultural turn
in indigenous dream study. The latter reads Hogan's novel
based on the above understanding with focuses on the dream's
involvement in collective as well as individual affairs, its
implication for environmental consciousness, and its
contribution to indigenous world making. The dream is not
separated from everyday-life reality in indigenous traditions,
and approached both theoretically and literarily the otherwise
esoteric indigenous dreamscape is revealed to be rich and
meaningful.

KEYWORDS: literature and culture, indigenous dream
tradition, indigenous dream culture, Native
North Americans, Linda Hogan’s People of
the Whale, world making
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