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A Suppressed Model of Writing
Consolidated Resistance
In Taiwanese and Japanese
Proletarian Literature during the
Japanese Colonial Period

Chia-li Kao”

ABSTRACT

With a comparison of Kobayashi Takiji’s novel, The
Crab Cannery Boat, and Yang Kui’s story, “The Paperboys,”
this essay analyzes how a model of writing “consolidated
resistance” responded to problems caused by capitalism in the
1920s and 1930s and what social significance this model of
Japanese and Taiwanese Proletarian Literature had. First of all,
this essay examines how a critical framework of consolidated
resistance appeared when highly developed capitalism in the
North Sea fishery and the South sugarcane industry incited the
expansion of the Japanese Empire. Using the model of
proletarian literature, | analyze the writing strategy as a way to
promote consolidated resistance and the historical trajectory of
how this kind of writing became a literature to find a way out.
Observing the development of Japanese and Taiwanese
Proletarian Literature, this article also discusses not only the
specialty of international consolidation as a means of
organizing resistance but also the effects of literature’s
intervention in social affairs. In conclusion, it furthermore
expands the understanding of this literary model in
considering how we deal with globalization in the present.

KEYWORDS: Proletarian Literature, consolidated resistance,
Japanese imperialism, The Crab Cannery Boat,
“The Paperboys”
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