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Prosthetic Modernity:
Narrative Prosthesis, Machinic
Assemblage, and Prosthetic Image in
Taiwan “Health Realism” Cinema

Yu-lin Lee”

ABSTRACT

This paper, through the concept of prosthesis, explores the
narrative expression in Taiwan “Healthy Realism” cinema of the
1960s and 1970s with regard to its social function in the
particular mode of governance and affective subjectivity
brought about by the cinema, which is labeled as prosthetic
modernity. Prosthesis in this paper has multiple implications in
the representation of rhetoric, machine, and image. In the
narrative presentation, prosthesis characterizes the primary
features of the narrative structure, leading to the formation of an
artificial, ideal body that symbolizes an ideal nation and society.
Such form of narrative prosthesis is also an expression machine,
dissembling/assembling its machinic parts and co-functioning
with other social machines. In addition, the cinema that
produces prosthetic images intervenes the governance through
the creation of historical memories and affective subjectivity.
Also, this paper questions the idea of prosthetic modernity by
asking how a “real” body and “real” memory can become
possible in the composition of narrative prosthesis and the
constitution of artificial memories.

KEYWORDS: Health Realism cinema, narrative prosthesis,
health machine, prosthetic memory, prosthetic
modernity
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